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Ph oto by  Pa u l Ross: Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  pa sses th e Tor a h  to V er on ica  Pa dilla ,  a  pedia tr icia n  fr om  Mor elia ,

Mex ico,  du r in g  h er  con v er sion  cer em on y .
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Hadassah Magazine features Brit Braja, rabbi’s outreach program in Latin America
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Loca l fa n s of Ha da ssa h  Ma g a zin e w ill see a  fa m ilia r  fa ce w h en  th ey  th u m b th r ou g h  th e cu r r en t  issu e.  Ra bbi Ja cqu es

Cu kier kor n  a n d h is Br it  Br a ja  Wor ldw ide Jew ish  Ou tr ea ch  a r e fea tu r ed in  th e su m m er  edit ion  of th e in ter n a t ion a l

m a g a zin e.

A ccor din g  to its w ebsite,  Br it  Br a ja  is th e fir st  v ir tu a l sy n a g og u e to con du ct  ser v ices in  Spa n ish  a n d Por tu g u ese in  th e

w or ld.  A lso kn ow n  a s BBWJO, it  is dedica ted to solv in g  “ on e of th e g r ea test  pr oblem s of m oder n  Ju da ism : We a r e

disa ppea r in g !”

Br it  Br a ja ,  Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  ex pla in ed, m ea n s cov en a n t  of blessin g .  He for m ed it  in  2 01 2  a n d th e IRS g r a n ted it  5 01 (c)3

sta tu s r etr oa ct iv e to 2 01 3 . Th a t  m ea n s don a t ion s m a de to th e or g a n iza t ion  in  2 01 3  or  la ter  a r e ta x  dedu ct ible.  

Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  sa id Br it  Br a ja  con tin u es th e w or k th a t  h e h a s been  doin g  for  th e la st  2 0 y ea r s,  w h ich  is spr ea din g

Ju da ism  a r ou n d th e w or ld.  He specia lizes in  pr ov idin g  lon g -dista n ce lea r n in g  for  Jew s in  La t in  A m er ica n . For  in sta n ce h e

con du cts tw o Sh a bba t  ser v ices ev er y  Fr ida y  v ia  a  w ebca st  h e pr odu ces fr om  h is h om e — on e in  Spa n ish  a n d on e in

Por tu g u ese.  He’s been  pr odu cin g  th e w ebca sts for  a bou t  th r ee y ea r s.

People w a tch  th e Spa n ish  w ebca st  in  cit ies a ll ov er  Mex ico,  Colom bia  a n d Spa in .  Th e w ebca st  in  Por tu g u ese is w a tch ed in

Br a zil,  Ja pa n , Eu r ope, Ca n a da  a n d th e Un ited Sta tes.  Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  sa id th e w ebca sts a r e w a tch ed by  h u n dr eds of

people w h o log  on to th eir  com pu ter s a n d w a tch  eith er  a s pa r t  of a  g r ou p or  a s in div idu a ls.  Th er e is n o ch a r g e to

pa r t icipa te in  Br it  Br a ja ; h ow ev er ,  people a r e a sked to m a ke a  con tr ibu t ion  if th ey  a r e a ble.

Th e r a bbi doesn ’t  kn ow  ex a ct ly  h ow  m a n y  people tu n e in  ea ch  w eek, bu t  h e believ es it ’s a  su bsta n t ia l a m ou n t.

“ In  A m er ica  if I did th is a n d I h a d 1 00 com pu ter s log g ed in  I w ou ld a ssu m e I w ou ld h a v e 1 00 people w a tch in g . In  th ese

cit ies,  if on e com pu ter  is log g ed on  y ou  cou ld h a v e 2 0 people w a tch in g  it .”  

Th e ser v ice is Refor m , like th e r a bbi,  w h o is celebr a t in g  h is 2 0th  y ea r  in  th e r a bbin a te th is y ea r .  It  is sim ila r  to th e

ser v ice con du cted a t  Tem ple Isr a el,  w h ich  celebr a ted its th ir d a n n iv er sa r y  th is spr in g ,  a n d is led by  Ra bbi Cu kier kor n .

Br it  Br a ja  a lso offer s sev en  or  eig h t  cla sses ev er y  w eek on  a  m y r ia d of topics r a n g in g  fr om  Ta lm u d to Hebr ew  to Bible.  Br it

Br a ja  a lso spon sor s sy m posiu m s, sim ila r  to a  telev ision  pr og r a m , w h er e sev er a l spea ker s discu ss v a r iou s topics of in ter est .

On e su ch  pr og r a m  is a  Tikku n  Ley l Sh a v u ot ,  sim ila r  to on e spon sor ed by  th e Ra bbin ica l A ssocia t ion  of Gr ea ter  Ka n sa s

City ,  pr odu ced in  Por tu g u ese by  Ra bbi Cu kier kor n . 

“ We h a d differ en t  r a bbis fr om  Br a zil spea kin g  u n til 3  or  4  in  th e m or n in g  tea ch in g ,”  h e sa id.  “ We did th is la st  y ea r  for

th e fir st  t im e, a n d it  w a s th e fir st  t im e it  w a s ev er  don e in  Br a zil.”  Th is is th e on ly  pr og r a m  h e h a s don e in  Br a zil bu t  n ot

Mex ico.
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Ma n y  edu ca t ion a l oppor tu n it ies a r e a lso a v a ila ble on  a  You Tu be ch a n n el Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  h a s cr ea ted w h er e h e h a s

pla ced v ideos in  th r ee la n g u a g es — En g lish ,  Por tu g u ese a n d Spa n ish . Th e ch a n n el is Ra bbi9 4  a n d su bscr iber s r eceiv e

a u tom a tic u pda tes.  He u ploa ds a  v ideo ea ch  w eek a bou t  th e Tor a h  por t ion .

“ We tea ch  cla sses on  th e In ter n et  by  n ecessity  beca u se I a m  h er e a n d th ese people a r e spr ea d ou t  a ll ov er  th e w or ld a n d

th is is th e w a y  I ca n  r ea ch  th em ,”  Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  ex pla in s.

Get t in g t h e word ou t

Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  is th r illed a bou t  th e ex posu r e Br it  Br a ja  is g ett in g  in  Ha da ssa h  m a g a zin e,  a s w ell a s th e pu blicity  it  h a s

r eceiv ed fr om  Na tion a l Pu blic Ra dio,  th e Wa sh in g ton  Post ,  th e Hu ffin g ton  Post  a n d oth er  n ew s ou t lets.  He sa id h e’s n ot

seekin g  pu blicity  for  h im self,  bu t  for  th e or g a n iza t ion .

“ Th is is a bou t  people w h o a r e sea r ch in g , w h o w a n t  w h a t  w e h a v e a n d don ’t  h a v e a ccess to it .  We tr y  to pr ov ide it ,”  Ra bbi

Cu kier kor n  sa id.

On  th e w ebsite h e n otes th a t  “ th er e a r e h u n dr eds,  if n ot  th ou sa n ds,  of people a r ou n d th e w or ld th a t  desper a tely  w a n t  to

be Jew ish  or  r etu r n  to Ju da ism  bu t  a r e den ied th a t  oppor tu n ity .”

In  fa ct ,  th e Br it  Br a ja  w ebsite sta tes th a t  in  La t in  A m er ica  th er e a r e a s m a n y  a s 3 0 m illion  people th a t  a r e descen da n ts of

th ose w h o w er e for ced to con v er t  to Ch r ist ia n ity  in  th e Iber ia n  Pen in su la  in  th e 1 5 th  cen tu r y ,  “ y et  th ey  h a v e r eta in ed

som e Jew ish  pr a ct ices or  m em or ies.”

Br it  Br a ja  a ctu a lly  h a s tw o w ebsites.  Br itbr a ja .or g  ca n  be v iew ed in  En g lish  a n d Spa n ish . Br itbr a ch a .or g  is a v a ila ble in

Por tu g u ese.  Th e or g a n iza t ion  a lso h a s tw o Fa cebook g r ou ps,  on e in  Spa n ish  a n d on e in  Por tu g u ese.

“ Both  of th em  a r e th e la r g est  Fa cebook pa g es a bou t  Ju da ism  in  th ose la n g u a g es,”  th e r a bbi sa id.

A  n a t iv e of Sa o Pa u lo,  Br a zil,  h e g en er a lly  v isits ea ch  of th ese com m u n it ies on ce a  y ea r  for  a bou t  1 0  da y s,  depen din g  on

h is sch edu le.  A t  th a t  t im e h e w ill con du ct  lifecy cle ev en ts,  cou n sel people a n d tea ch .

Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  tr ies to lim it  th e t im e h e is a w a y  fr om  Tem ple Isr a el.

“ I spen d m or e th a n  9 0 per cen t  of m y  t im e in  Ka n sa s City ,”  h e sa id.  “ Tem ple Isr a el,  a n d Ka n sa s City ,  is m y  m a in  focu s.

My  w or k h er e m ir r or s th e w or k I do a br oa d, ser v in g  people w h o a r e seeker s,  m ost  of w h om  w ou ld n ot  fin d a  spir itu a l

h om e a n y w h er e else.  Ex a ct ly  beca u se ou r  m em ber s u n der sta n d a n d v a lu e th a t  idea ,  th ey  a r e h a ppy  to ‘sh a r e’ m e w ith

th e r est  of th e w or ld.  Tem ple Isr a el is a  sm a ll bu t  close-kn it  com m u n ity  cr ea ted a r ou n d th e idea  of open n ess a n d

a ccepta n ce.”

Brit  Bra ja ’s fu t u re

Ra bbi Cu kier kor n  sa id Br it  Br a ja  h a s ju st  sta r ted a n  in it ia t iv e a im ed a t  edu ca t in g  ch ildr en .

“ We’r e cr ea t in g  a  v ir tu a l r elig iou s sch ool,”  h e sa id.  “ Th er e is n o m odel for  th a t .  It  doesn ’t  ex ist  h er e in  th e Un ited Sta tes to

th e best  of m y  kn ow ledg e.”

A s w ith  m ost  n on -pr ofit  or g a n iza t ion s,  Br it  Br a ja  r elies on  don a t ion s it  r eceiv es fr om  su ppor ter s,  both  in div idu a ls a n d

or g a n iza t ion s.  In  2 01 3  $1 8 ,000 w a s r a ised.

Mike Her m a n  a n d h is fa m ily  su ppor t  Br it  Br a ja  beca u se th ey  believ e in  r elig iou s fr eedom .

“ Th e w or k Ra bbi Ja cqu es is doin g  is a m a zin g .  Th er e a r e m a n y  Spa n ish  people w h o believ e th ey  a r e descen da n ts fr om

th ose ex iled ou t  fr om  Spa in .  His w or k to g iv e th em  a  ch a n ce to pr a ct ice Ju da ism  is th e pr oper  th in g  to do,”  sa id Her m a n .

“ We a r e pr ou d to be fin a n cia l su ppor ter s a n d w ish  oth er s w ou ld do so a s w ell,”  h e con tin u ed.

Don a tion s for  Br it  Br a ja  m a y  be m a de th r ou g h  th e w ebsite,  w w w .br itbr a ja .or g  or  by  con ta ct in g  th e r a bbi a t

r a bbi9 4 @h otm a il.com  (m a ilto:r a bbi9 4 @h otm a il.com ).
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